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BY CHRISTINA
MCDONALD LEGG

Two students a1 NUT Galway
have desipned a mobile
‘wheelchair ramp for people
with disahbilities at the Irsh
Pilgrimage Trust (IHCPT).
Alan Divilly and John Joe
Finn, students of the
Mechanical Engineering Pro-
Eramme, are gelling an extra
dose in community engage-
ment during their third year
on the course.
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Together the students have
developed a project {o build o
fald up wheelchair ramp for
disabled people. Initially pro-
posing the project in Octaber
2005, the pair have worked
since then on the design and
develnpment of the wheelchair
ramp, Both students began
researching what wheelchair
userswould need as parl of a
Service Learning module for
their course that was devel-
oped in partnership with the
Community Knowledge Ini-
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Students develop portable
for wheelchair users

d Alan

tiative at NUT Galway to give
students practical skills from
their courses,

CAIRDE. Community
Awareness Initiatives Respon-
sibility Directed by Engineers,
i a module that was designed
by Professor Abhay Pandir in
2003 as a way forstudents (o
identify a need in their com-
munity and define a project
with very distinet goals,

“It is more real-life experi-
ence that students can gain
and can see their need and
their usefulness in the com-
munity,” Professor Pandit £aid.
“I 8m trving to use loals that
they are used {0, but underlin-
ing it with access to the com-
mumnity,”

Accortding to Professor Pan-
dit, the module helps show st-
dents how enpineers male
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Diviily with their wheealchair rampat NUI Galway:.

abled access to modern build-
ings; John and Alan found that
there are still many situations
that are encountered by wheel-
chair-bound young people
today.

The design that Johin and
Alan created enahles the ramp
to be both portable and light-
weight, in order to be casily
stored ina carand carried by a
carer accompanying a wheel-
chair-bound person. Compact
and made of aluminium, the
ramp is simple, yet convenient,
Manufacturing of the wheel-
chair ramp was sponsored and
completed by Fahy Enginecr-
ing, Athenry,

Fahy Engineering under-
took the project free of charge,
sponsoring the material and
labour hours in order to help
the project be finished for the

future fo suggest possible
improvements and develop-
ments that could be made to
the ramp,

“The fact that this is so light
and portable that it can fit in
the boot of 4 car, | have no
doubt that this portable ramp
could become an invaluabie
piece of equipment for farmiliss
and organisations dealing with
disability,” Ciaran Cannon,
Chief Executive of THCPTsaid,

Althaugh there are sarious
efforts 1o make all buildings
accessible for disabled peaple,
it is still not possible in‘some
older buildings due to archi-
tecture or unusually high foot-
paths. According to Cannon,
this wheelchair ramp. due to its
aluminium frame and portable
nature, will help address this
isgue,
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nities as well as helps them to
meet and interact with people
from different backgrounds in
| a role of service. He adamant-
| ly believes that service to soci-
ety and within community
| should be a part of what stu-
dents do.
] “ias g umiversity we have &
- | duty to engage students with
. ‘ the community and to create
~ || students that give to the com-
A | munity,” Professor Pandit said.
“We peed to teach them so
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that we can distinguish them
as different from other univer-
sitics so that when they go inta
jobs, their CV will show that
something extra.”
| Throughout this module,
John and Alan have winled on
the design to build a wheel-
chair ramp for IHCPT. Thiey
approached representatives
from the IHCPT, a national
| charity caring for young peo-
| ple with special needs, anl dis-
cussed what developments the
ramp would need. Even with

o | the greal improvements in dis-

“This project brought a dif-
ferent element and a different
aspect to looking at engineer-
ing" Alan Divilly said.
sBeeause we have te go out
and contact people and find
putwhat they need,we gol the
more practical aspect of it.”

The protatype of the ramp
will be used for the IHCPT"s
pilgrimage to Lourdes this
Easter and one will also be
kept in the spccially-ad,aptad
minibus in Kilcuan.

The IHCPT is a registered
charity in Ireland caring for
young people with special
needs. Each Easter, the
IHCPT offers over 500 young
people and six hundred adult
carers an opportunity to trayv-
el to Lourdes. Additionally, the
[HCPT owns a holiday home
called Kileuan in Clarinbridge,
Galway where over 300 dis-
abled young people from all
over [reland go.

Plans have been made
hetween the THCPTand John
and Alan to meet again in

their project and findings;
along with their clussmates, at
a poster presentation for the
Mechanical Engineering Pro-
gramme in the Arts Millenni-
um Building,

“Doing this was something
new that we've never done
before,” John joe Finn said
“\We were actually making use
of what we learned in college.”

In building the ramp, the
students learned how towork
within their field for the good
of the community. Combining
classroom with comniunity
and theary with practice, this
cervice learning module, spon-
sored by the Community
knowledge Initiative at NU1
Galway, a venture to connect
students with their communi-
ty through practical winrk, has
shown students the good that
community engagement does
for a less advantaged portion
of society,

wThis wasn't just for the
grades,” john Joe said, "itwas
1o help someone.”

R T A

——

11395 ~ 11 J0 08} 3} UG — pUE
ANuUnos aif} punoie Appreed

e P

adirooum ‘SUORIAJUT UB{S
11 0] SJUSLUIEaL) PRI
fenaURISIIIAILY ULE1IaD

ay) N0 5195 JRU) PAON
—aujul st UonE|SEa) ssAu

‘nunn

o

M3N

[
e g

Funfine
w sppy oW




